
JEFFERSON COUNTY HEALTHCARE COALITION 

MEETING NOTES 

Date: 5/14/2015 
Time: 1pm-4pm 
Location: JCPH Parfet Building/Mt Bierstadt  

NOTES, ORGANIZED BY AGENDA TOPIC 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS  

Previous action Items Reviewed 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 
For functional exercise 12/1/2015 we need outside volunteers along with 

internal. June 20th 2015 table top exercise @ mass casualty. 

Objective: explain public health’s role in a health emergency. 

 

What is a closed POD? Public Health Emergency Preparedness is a program that 

works towards protecting the public’s health in the event of a large-scale 

emergency such as a biological agent release. If our city was faced with an 

emergency such as a biological attack involving the aerosolized release of 

anthrax, the Department of Health would be accountable for delivering lifesaving 

medications to 100% of their residents within a 48-hour period. This process is 

called Mass Prophylaxis. The base of Mass Prophylaxis is the idea of bringing 

people into one central location to dispense large quantities of medication, in 

this case, antibiotics. This process results in an effective dispensing and it also 

requires a great amount of resources and logistical coordination. The medication 

centers are called Points of Dispensing or POD sites. This POD site is one that a 

local (usually city or county level) Department of Health can activate, in an 

emergency, to dispense medications. An Open POD is a public dispensing site 

that provides medications to the general public. A Closed POD is a dispensing site 

that provides medication to a targeted dispensing population. In our case the 

targeted dispensing population is associates, their families, registered and 

special function guests, and in-house vendors/contractors and their families. 



Closed POD benefits: By partnering with public health officials and operating a 

Closed POD, our associates, their family members, guests, and in-house 

vendors/contractors and their families will receive medications at the hotel 

which reduces the likelihood they will need to visit a public POD. Our associates 

will be able to return to their normal duties within the organization more 

quickly, or continue to assist public health officials through volunteering. 

What’s Anthrax? Anthrax is a serious disease that can affect both animals and 

humans. Typically, it is from contact with infected animals, wool, or meat. In its 

most common form, anthrax is a skin disease that causes skin ulcers and usually 

fever and fatigue. Up to 20% of these cases are fatal if untreated. When Bacillus 

anthracis is inhaled, as when used as a biological weapon, it is much more 

serious. First symptoms include a sore throat, mild fever, and muscle aches. 

These symptoms are followed by severe breathing problems, shock, and often 

meningitis - inflammation of the brain and spinal cord covering. Once symptoms 

appear, this form of anthrax is almost always fatal, despite treatment with 

antibiotics. 

Purpose: The sole purpose of a POD is to quickly provide preventive medication 

to large numbers of people during a public health emergency in an effort to 

prevent illness. The purpose of having a closed POD is to effectively respond to a 

large scale bioterrorist event and have all of our staff healthy and able to help. 

SNS: The SNS is a national repository of medications and medical supplies 

maintained by the federal government to be used for emergency situations such 

as a bioterrorism attack, widespread disease outbreak or natural disaster. When 

an emergency occurs, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) can deploy a large 

shipment from the SNS. The SNS delivers emergency supplies from secured 

warehouses to designated sites within 12 hours of the federal decision to deploy 

SNS assets. 

What’s your role? Develop a Closed POD plan, Develop procedures, Security 

planning, Receipt of medication, Dispensing procedures, Provide professional 

staff, Provide non-medical supplies, Participate in training and exercise 

opportunities, Operate a Closed POD during an emergency. 

QUSTIONS/ COMMENTS: 

Q: On the application there’s a section for storage, why? 

A: It’s there so that you know if you have enough room to store the pallet you 

may need storage bins. 

Q: What’s the Doxi % 

A: The Doxi is 80% 

Q: Once the POD agreement is in place is it ongoing? 

A: Yes, although we do try and review it once a year just because staff change 

and turnover. 

Q: Can you send out templates or verbiage? 



A: Yes, the application is pretty much a template and you can email us with any 

questions. 

Comment: Bolder County isn’t utilizing their long term facilities as closed PODs. 

Comment: A lot of facilities have a fear of volunteer shortage. 

Updates: 24/7 crisis center is now open at Jefferson county mental health center 

located at union square. Seal Health is planning on gathering all nine sites for 

Emergency prep and new radios. St Anthony’s did active shooter & lock downs, 

working on communications and security, and hoping to switch to clear text 

instead of codes. 

Public health updates: COOP (Continuity of Operations) is how an organization 

continues functioning through an emergency. Why do COOP? FEMA 

recommends it and it helps and organization stay functional during disasters also 

helps make it easier to get financial help if you have a COOP plan in place before 

an emergency occurs. The goal is continuation of National Essential Functions 

(NEFs). In order to achieve that goal, the objective for organizations is to identify 

their Essential Functions (EFs) and ensure that those functions can be continued 

throughout, or resumed rapidly after, a disruption of normal activities. 

Trainings & Exercises 

ACTION ITEMS 

Lead Due Date Item 

  Add Jay to sending list ( not receiving emails) 

  Review HVA 

  Kevin please share radio template 

   

   

   

 


